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Burundi 

Food Assistance to Affected Popula-

tions of Political Violence in Burundi 

Highlights 
 Demonstrations lost momentum as increased police 

and military presence prevented them in 

Bujumbura. Roadblocks erected by protesters have 

been removed and the police control all main roads.   

 As a consequence to prevailing political unrest ,   

97,301 (as of 4 June) have sought refuge in 

neighboring countries according to the UNHCR.   

 The ongoing crisis threatens to generate significant 

humanitarian needs within Burundi and WFP is 

preparing to assist around  25,000 IDPs and host 

community members through an IR-EMOP. WFP 

also anticipates more needs over the three month 

period (covered by the IR-EMOP) 

 The inter-agency needs assessment was completed 

last week and findings are currently being compiled 

and a final report is due in the coming days. 

 

Situation Update 
 Demonstrations significantly decreased in intensity 

amid increased police and military presence. 

Roadblocks erected by protesters have been 

removed and the police control all main roads. The 

traffic increased in the city centre and shops 

opened, giving the impression that the situation has 

returned to normal. On Tuesday 2 June,  an 

estimated 300 opposition activists demonstrated. 

 Communal and parliamentary electoral polls were 

postponed to a later date 

 The situation remains highly volatile. The persistent 

fear of the upsurge of a civil conflict has caused 

extensive migration of the Burundians into 

neighboring countries, namely Rwanda, Tanzania 

and DRC. Uganda is also receiving Burundian 

asylum seekers according to UNHCR reports.  

 The most recent reports state that around 97,301 

(as of 4 June) Burundians have crossed into 

neighboring countries for fear for their security.  

 The crisis also threatens to generate significant 

humanitarian need within Burundi itself, as markets 

are disrupted causing economic hardship in a 

country.  Reports say that the Burundi Revenue 

authority (OBR) has recorded a 16 per cent tax 

decline for the last financial year. 

In numbers  

people affected: To be determined 

provinces affected: Hot spots prov-

inces: Bururi, Rumonge, 
Makamba,Rutana, Ruyigi, Canku-

zo,Kirundo, Muyinga, Kayanza  

people displaced: To be determined 

people in need of food assistance: To 

be determined 
 

Funding Update:  

IR-EMOP 200851 (USD1.5 million)  

approved and funds disbursed under 
Immediate Response Account (IRA). 

Burundi: Food Assistance to Affected Popula-
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 Last week, UNICEF reported 52 confirmed 

cholera cases in the province of Makamba and 

10 suspected cases in the province of Rutana 

with in total 5 deaths on the Burundi side of the 

border.  

 

WFP Response 
 The interagency needs assessment was 

completed last week and findings are currently 

being compiled. A final report is due in the 

coming days. Preliminary findings indicate, 

however, that although there is not a massive 

internal displacement crisis in the country, there 

are significant existing needs, and other needs 

which will grow larger over the coming months, 

even if the political impasse is resolved. 

 The Ministry of Health is coordinating with 

UNICEF, WFP and others actors to conduct a 

nutritional screening in Kirundo and Makamba 

provinces.  

Food Assistance  

 Food assistance will be distributed as soon as the 

results of the needs assessment are available and 

the beneficiaries are identified. So far, food 

assistance was provided, two weeks ago, to around 

500 IDPs hosted in a charity institution in 

Bujumbura. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts    

 Claude Kakule (Head of Programmes): 

claude.kakule@wfp.org/+257 71 449 183 

 Michel Rwamo (Reports and Communication Officer): 

michel.rwamo@wfp.org/+257 79 838 593 

 

 

 

 

 Logistics 

 WFP logistics is ready to deliver food to identified 

locations.  

 
Clusters 

 Clusters are not yet activated  

Partnerships  

 WFP is partnering with the Ministry of Health, 

UNICEF and other humanitarian actors to carry out a 

nutritional screening in Kirundo and Makamba 

provinces.  
 The rapid  needs assessment was carried out under 

the leadership of the National Platform for Disaster 

Risk Reduction/Prevention and involve sectoral 

ministries, the UN system (UNICEF, UNHCR, WFP, 

FAO, IOM,UNFPA and UNDP) and national (Red 

Cross, Caritas) and international (World Vision, CRS, 

IRC and Food for the Hungry) NGOs. 

Resourcing Update  
 The needs (USD1.5 million) expressed in the 

approved IR-EMOP 200851 were covered through the 

Immediate Response Account (IRA).  
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https://www.wfp.org/countries/burundi 
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